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VOL. IV. 


—————— — 
From the Gospel Visitant. 


Sir Richard Steele’s Letter 
TO THB POPE. 


(Continued.} 

After King Charles II's restoration, the fire which de- | 
wroyed the whole city, immediately following the 
Plague, which consumed vast numbers of its inbabi- 
tants, furnisbed matter for this humor. How easy was 
it found to make these to be great judgments upon ae- 
count of that very restoration! Now, the same impi- 
ous humor, (which is the very essence of fanaticism, 
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tet it be in what church it will) can do with a thousand | jt felt hot) and have the very same operation exactly 
/npon them, and push (hem upon the very same exploits, 


times smaller matters. A fire, not to be named with 
that; a mortality amongst our cattle, which al] Europe 
hath felt much more grievously : these are not only de- 
clared to be God's judgments, (as without doubt they 
are) but it is sufficiently and plainly insinuated, that 
they are judgments (not for their own sias, their own 
private emormities, or public ingratitude to heaven for 
{heir security; for they never think of themselves in 
this view ; but) for something at Court which sheuld 
nol be (here: which all the -world knows how to in- 
terpret. 

Thus hath fanaticism its vicissitudes, like the other 
things of this world: sometimes reigning in the church, 
and sometimes out of it; sometimes againet it, and 
sometimes for it. ~ And thus is it come to pass amongst 
us, that preaching their own passions, and indignation, 
and fesentment, under their disappointed expectations, 
is called by too many, preaching the gospel, and deliv- 
ering messages from heaven. 

Your Holiness must not jadge from hence that this is 
universal. § can assure you we have some stil] amongst 
us who truly deserve the name of Preachers of the Gos- 
pel; some still left of whom the world is not worthy ; 
and of whom tbe world seems to think itself not wor- 


thy: for those whom I -have before described are the | 


mighty men of popularity, that draw the affections and 
Baise the passions of the multitude. This disadvantage 
however, they have, which your Holiness’ agents, (who 
help to wove the machine) would do well to put them 
im mind of; that the times ere changed ; and that there 
ie not now one at the helm, who will either support 
them in their exorbilances, or betray the adaunistra- 
tion into their hends. 
I return now to other subjects, 


pronounced with a loud emphasis, and a proper accent, 
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Il have known the time when the figure of a material ; 
ehurch cut out in pasteboard, placed upon a long stick 
80 artfully that it might seem to totter, and represent 
the danger our poor church is in; and carried with an 
awful air before a Reverend Dignitary at an election 
for Parliament-Men, hath been thought a sovereign 
remedy against its enemies, of force enough to drive 
them headlong and spiritless out of the field. Nay, I! 
have known the very word Church, or High Church, 


and repeated a due number of times: I have known it 
change the countenances and voices of a numberless 
crewd, into something fierce and horrid, more than what 
is human ; blow wp their hearts, and swell al] their veins 
into a sort of phrenzy, (whiob they called zeal, because 


as if they had taken am excessive quantity of wine or 
opium. At the same time, | have known the same 
word, pronounced movingly and tenderly, with the 
eyes and hands lifted up to heaven, turn falsehoods into 
truths; asinner into « saint; and a disturber of the 
common peace into a tutelar Deity. 

These ‘are privileges which I think it worth your 
while to be acquainted with. But there is one more 
advantage | will not omit, because we seem to depend 
very much upon it, and have already received much 
good from it ; and you, as | am informed by travellers, 
have nothing like it. And that is, ** That we never 
fail to remember our Church in all our cups; to drink 
her health; and to allow ber prosperity a fiberal share 
in all our merriments.”” Thus we sanctify our wine 
with our zeal fer the church; and the wine returne the 
civility, by keeping alive and increasiug the warmth of 
our geal, 

This, wavy persons esteem to be a truer characteris- 
tic of a good churchman, than even the doctrine of pus- 
sive obedience itself: because it is knewn that many 
other churches have espoused that doctrine ; but no 
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creeds, be faithfully understood in the sense ef moderod 
schoolmen. 

As for the Homilies, they are good or bad; of un- 
deniable authority or of none ; just as they themselves 
please.- Those against rebellion, are particularly good 
ageinst all tumults, and disorders, and treasons, bu 
their own; and are to be urged home againat the men 
whom they dislike. But those against your idolatry 
apd antichristianism, and against many of your doc- 
trines, | assure your Holiness, are of ne account amongst 
the same men, but as tbe warm, over-hasty efforts of 
ignorant zeal, in the first reformers: not fit to be unged 
aguinst any trae Churchman, {any mere than thore eo! 
the Calvinistical strain,) since the time of Archbishop 
Laud. 

And all this passes smoothly, with such as are under 
their direction ; though it be so plain, one would think 
to the most ordinary capaeity, that all such matters are 
fixed with equal infellibility ; that authority is the same 
when it is againet them, as when itis for them ; and 
that either al] points of human decision are settled, se 
as to admit of no dispute; or that nome are. There is 
no medium. And unless-tbis be allowed, without any 
empty. distinctions, where there is no difference, | bes 
lieve, in time, no man of sense willbe able to see ang 
difference between your Popery, and that of many a- 
mongst us, but that ours is Protestant Popery, and 
yours.is Popish Popery. 

Learning bath.been deservedly looked upon in polite 
countries, as the great support and ornament of human 
life and true religion. But-the state iw which it is now 
amongst us, is.bardly to be described. It seems ae if 
not only learming, but even curiosity itself, aud ali pre: 
tence to it, were vanishing from amongst us. Our edu- 
cation is, of late, framed to heat our young men into 
faction, rather than. to animate them into learning ; an@ 


-| boys, as soon as they are taught any thing, are seen to 


be entered into violence, and prepared. for all. the im» 
pressions of a party. 

Our Universities have been deservedly styled foun. 
tains of Literature. But! wish l could say there wert 
not those in them who iadustiourly poison those foun- 





other church in the world ever pretended to this prac- 
tice but ours. No wonder if your Holiness hear some- 
times of disadvantages or disappointments in the affairs 
of your church, when this custom hath been so much 
neglected or discouraged amongst your people. And 
if the word Church, alone, hath been found to perform 
wonders, what may we not expect from it, when it is 
made a toast, and hath all the strength and warmth of 
generous wine added to it? 


of the church, the Articles of the Church, the Liturgy 





One great priviledge we acknowledge there is which 


of the Charch, the Homilities of the Church, shall all 


‘tains, or who employ all theit capacity aud credit te 


make it: become a more laudable character, to be a fu- 


rious zealot, than a good governor or a hard student ; 
‘and more reputable learning, to be thoroughly versed 
in the half-sheets and pamphlets of party scandal, than 


in al] the good sense of the best authors of autiquity.— 
And 1 wish | had not occasion to add, that from bence 
it comes fo pass in thea that sound learning, and good 


| manners, and industry in promoting these, are often 
4t is very entertaining to observe how the authority! seen to expose a mon to a series of diseouragement:, 


opposition, and ill-treatment: whilst pariy zeal shall 
recommend persons of whose tempers, or capacities, or 


you enjoy ubove us; that your material churches, as, be urged by many of our loudest Churchmen, and morals, | shell say nothing, to all the regard and honor 


soon as they are consecrated to the service of God, are 
exempt from all bnman power whatever. They be- 


kind; they fing open theit doors to rebbers and mur-! 
Gerers; and cut-throats and assassins feel their salutary 
influence, and find within their walls, safety from force 
In this manner, and iu’ this sense, do you | 
mvite and receive sinners into the bosom of Christ's. 


or justice. 


church : and such @ charin is there in that sacred ground, 
tht no man can attack them in their assylom, without | | 
being destroyed by your thunder. 

But then to set against this, we have some advanta- 
ses ofalike @elure which you are nut aware of, 


' pleaded against others; whilst their force shall be dis- 


allowed, and totally neglected, in points disagreeable | 


: te themselves, 
come iminediately the refuge of the worst part of man-| — 


The authority of the church is the voice of God him- 
self: But it is nothing to them, if they b»ppen to have 
| Bishops whom they dislike or suspect. 

The Articles of the Church are irresistible argumynts 
against others; but they beg leave to except two or 
‘three unnecessary ones, which border too much upon 
‘Calvin, or press too hard upon your church. 

The Public Service is, beyond all example, irrepre-, 
| hensible ; but then, care must be taken to interpret the 
— passages in it by the most obscure; and. parti- 





cularly, that the expressions of soriplures and anoignt 


that con be shewed them. 

Your Holwe+s need not indeed, much fear any pro- 
digious advances farther, on our part, towards learning 
or truth: which, onless we have it already im ovr pos- 
session, may le efernally at the bottom of (he well, for 
all thal we ore like to do, to draw it up ; no buckets be- 
ing allowed tobe let downrfor it, but what are stamped; 
and ne ropes to be used to let them down, bot what are 
of just euch « measure and slrength. For by this means, 
haw can itbe, but that the capacities and application 
U the greatest souls must be exceedingly cramped and 
‘tinted, wien the whole metiod of procedure so ex- 
quiritely Gtted not to eolarge the views and enquiries of 
men, eut to detcroure the miud to one certain eet of 
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7 the North, there being a temporal kingdom of Christ, as 
— A ll as a spiritual one, settled by law ; ordination and 
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thoughts, already fixed (o be truth ; and the tongue. to' 
one certain set of sounds, for their eternal defence and 
security ? 

The Public Exercises are not indeed exactly what 
they were, when the bare word of Aristotle, or Aquinas, 
passed for truth, as currently as a Bank-note passes for 
money. But the method they are in is still the same in 
quality, though not in quantity. For though we have 
discarded many particulars, yet we retain, in the whole, 
much the same forms and modes which you left with 
ws at parting, for the better securing of what we have 
not discarded. 

We dispute still in a constant round, as you, our pre- 
decessors, used to do, De omni Ente, scibili, and non 
scibili. We have still the same Quoad hoc and Non 
qu⸗ad hoc; the same Quafenus, and Non quatenus, 
which we inherited: and many other auxiliary words, 
of great importance to refresh the dieputante, and to 
keep the dixpute going; but of none at all, towards ; 
the discovering or recommending any one single truth 
to the world. 

This method may be called the art of wranging, as 
bong as the moderator of the dispute is at leisure: and 
may well enough he supposed to be a game at learned 
vacket. The question is the ball of contention: and; 
be wins who shews himself able to keep up the ballj 
Jongest. A syllogysm strikes it to the respondent: and 
a negation, or a lucky distinction, returns it back to; 
the opponent. And so it flies over the heade of those | 
who have time to sit under it, till the judge of the game | 
strikes it down with authority, into rest and silence. 

This is the state of things with us, and that ehiefly in 
eases in which all generations, and all men, are eaqual- 
ly concerned. What is truth, is determined for us, and 
settled before we are born, by forefathers and superiors, 
in the ages of illwminated understandings, and unpre- 

judiced judgments. And our learned education doth 
not so much as pretend to be designed for farther dis- 
coveries of truth, in the most important matters: bot 
is all framed to teach us the art of defending that 
which is already found out and decreed to be truth, be- 
fore our time; and the great duty of being humbled 
into contentment with what is already provided for us; 
and into an abhorrence of all vain thoughts of improving 
the intellectual estate left us by our careful ancestors. 
The voice of authority is this: Aitherte shalt thou come, 
and no further. 

After this manner is every thing in our schools of lit- 
erature and theology, established within unmovabie 
himits. We have established questions, out of the num- 
ber of which it is not allowed to wander. And this 
ereates a round of established syllogisms, to carry on 
the attack, and established distinctions for the defence. 
From hence it comes to pass that even the youngest 
disputants are often heard, in their first public exercis- 
es, to debate about God's prescience, and future con- 
fingencies, in one fixed method of difficulties and solu- 
tions ; and with full as much learning, and as clear 
light, at is to be found amongst the labors of the weight- 
jest of the scholastic writers themselves. 

But the good effect ie much more visible, and much 
more remarkable, in the Theological Schools, where 
the method is equally, in one uniform, unvaried course: 
and where, by thet means, it is not quite so uncommon 
a thing ae some persons wish it were, to hear St. Atha 
nasius’, or St. Austin’s word, go farther than an Apos- 
tle’s; and an idle distinction, or incomprehensible de- 
finition, of one of your schoolmen, decide a difficulty 
much more to satisfaction, than a plain, intelligible ex- 
pression or affirmation of our Saviour’s. 

' if it were in any degree better, either in the estab- 
lished universities of North Britain, or in our dissenting 
acodemies in the South, I would freely own it. But 
take my word for it, it is, of the two, rather worse. In 
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ments are by consequence rigidly and insepara- 





# ene certain eoheme of opinions : and this 


naturally determines the public education ; and makes 
the rising generation consciously avoid the Jeast ten- 


‘dency to any design of being wiser than their fore- 


fathers. 

And in the South amongst our non-conformiste, it is 
much the same. The same logics, and the same bo- 
dies of theology, (as they are called) descend from gen- 
eration to generation, The same systems and syllo- 
gisms, definitions and distinctions, pass on current for 
Divinity : and Calvin and the Gospel go band in hand ; 
as if there were not a hair’s breadth to choose between 
them. 

(To be continued.) 
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Observations on the misrepresen- 
tations of Universalism. 


It is frequently aeserted by the opposers of impartial 
grace, that Universalists do not believe there is a hell ; 


that there will be any punishment fer sin; that there is 


any need of regeneration ; that they do believe that 
sinners, ever so wicked, will be ushered into heaven in 
their sins, unpunished and unreconciled to God. This 
language has often fallen from their lips, especially of 
those who are ignorant of the doctrine, and the sacred 
testimony. Now I ask, have you, who make these er- 
roneous assertions, ever conversed with the Universal- 
ists? Have you ever heard them represent the doc- 
trine in this way? Have you ever seen these absurdi- 
ties in any of their writings, or sermons? Ne, I pre- 
sume you have not. Then, I ask, by what authority 
have you asserted these things? From whom have you 
received this information? Have you not received it 
from those who consider themselves the only righteous? 
the elect? those who look upon themselves to be the 
only favorites of Heaven? Which say, ** Stand by thy- 
self, come not near me, for | am holier than thou?” or 
are they the productions of your own wilful and super- 
stitious hearts. Now sirs, if you will be kind enough 
to examine the writings of Universalists and compare 
them with the word of God, you will then see your 
mistake,— you will then find that Universalists do be- 
lieve there is a hell, and if you attend ta the word of 
God you will find that David was once in hell, and was 
delivered from it; that Jonah cried to God out of the 
belly of hell, and was delivered. And it was said of 
Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, which implies 
that it had been there, St. James says, * the tongue 
is a fire, a world of iniquity ; it set on fire the course of 
nature, and it is set on Gre of hell.’ Universalists be- 
lieve that ** the wicked shall be turned into hell ;”” all 
the wicked without exception, whetber great or small, 
old or young, all ** the wicked shall be turned into hell 
and all the nations that forget God.” Universalists do 
believe that the wicked will be punished for their sins. 
They believe * there is tribulation and anguish to eve- 
ry soul of man that doeth evil.—The wicked are like 
the troubled sea that cannot rest, whose waters cast up 
mire and dirt. The way ef transgressors is hard ;” 
hence, saith God, ** wo to the wicked; it shal) be ill 
with hitu for the reward of his hands shall be given him.” 
For ** he will by no means clear the guilty.—The soul 
that sinveth it shall die.—Every one shall receive in 
body according to that which he bath done, whether 
good or bad.” All must receive the due reward of 
their deeds, for verily there is a God that judgeth the 
earth. ‘The righteous shall be recompenced in the 
earth, much more the wicked and the sinner.” None 
are exempted from punishment on account of being the 
elect, for all that sin shall suffer for the same. ** 1 the 
Lord searcheth the heart and try the reins, to give 
every man according to bis waye and according to the 
fruit of his doings. — Who will render to every man ac- 


cording to his works,”” 








—— — 
generation, or the new birth. For, saith Christ, ” Ve 
rily | say unto you except a man be born again he cap. 
not see the kingdom of God.”? Now by what evidence 
may we know we have been born again? 1 anawer 
with the apostles. ‘** Beloved let us love one another: 
for love is of God ; and every one that loveth is born of 
God, and knoweth God, Whosoever believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ is born of God. We know that we 
have passed from death unto Jife because we Jove the 
brethren. If you know that he is righteous, know that 
every one that doeth righteousness is born of him. 
Being. born again, not of corroptible seed, but of incon 
roptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth 
forever.” Therefore every one must be generated by 
love to God before he can enter into the kingdom of 
God and be happy. 

Universalists do not believe that sinners will be nsh- 
ered into heaven in their sins: for if so, they could not, 
be happy; for it is sin that makes them miserable, it jy 
sin that separates them from God. Christ came not to 
save men in their sins, nor from deserved punishment, 
but from deserring punishment and /rom their sins,— 
Sacred truth says, ** his name shall be called Jesus, 
for he shal) save bis people from their sins. 
he was manifested to take away our sins. 
lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world." 


Saving men from sin is consistent with justice, because. 


sin is a transgression of the Jaw; but to save a man 
from that punishment he deserves, would be contrary 
to justice. Universalists believe that all men will be 
punished according to their deserts before they can be 
admitted into heaven, because God is a just God and 
Saviour, and will not suffer the wicked to go unpunish- 
ed. The law and commandments of God are just ; he, 
therefore, that offends shall suffer the consequence.— 
** Cursed is every one that continueth not in al} things 
written in the book of the Jaw to do them.” Justice 
never will be satisfied until the sinner is punished and 
becomes humble and reconciled to God. Thenhe can 
be saved by the mercy and grace of God, and not be- 
fore. Universalists believe that al] men without excep- 
tion will be fully punished for their sins, and yet they 
believe that all men will be reconciled to God by the 
blood of the cross, and made holy and happy forever: 
This they believe for the following reasons. Ist. Be- 
cause God is equally good to all mankind. With God 
there is no respect of persons, no partiality. ‘* He 
causes his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth his rain on the just and on the unjust.”” Hence, 
saith David, ** the Lord ie good to all and his tender 
mercies are over all his works.” How can it be said 
that God is good to all, if one soul is to be endlessly 
miserable? Is the existence of that soul a blessing to 
itself? Is the gospel a benefit to it? are the favors and 
privileges it enjoys in this life a benefit toit? Cao 
there be any thing in time or in eternity that will be 
for its good? Certainly not, for the more it is blessed, 
the more privileges and favors it has here, in this life, 
the greater will be its torments. For al] the favors, ite 
stead of being a blessing, will only prove a curse to it, 
and sink it Jower into hell. Now if the words of the 
Psalmist be true, the doctrine of endless torments must 
be false. 2d. How can it be possible for some of man- 
kind to be happy in heaven, and at the same time see 
their husbands and wives, parents and children, broth- 
ers and sisters, rolling im the flames of hell, gnashing 
their teeth in pain? Can itbe possible for a part of the 
hnman race to be entirely happy and the other entirely 
miserable? Our nature partakes of such powerful sym- 
pathies, that if we see those whom we love in tornent, 
we cannot avoid a participation of it. In reply to this, 
people have said, they shall then see that the torments 
of the miserable are for the glory of God, therefore they 
can rejoice. But J ask, do we any where read in the 
bible, that God glories in the misery of his creatures? 
Do we not read exactly to the reverse? Do we not read 
that God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked; 


Universalists do behteve in re- j that he is net willing that any should perish ; that he 
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doth not afflict wilungly por grieve the children ot 
men; that he is love? This is the nature of God.— 
Therefore, the notion that God makes men miserable 
for his glory, is absurd in the extreme, 3. Because 
God does not threaten mankind with endless misery ; 
for to be endlessly miserable we must be endlessly wick- 
ed, and if endlessly wicked, we must be always unre- 
conciled to God, which is contrary to the scriptures. 
For saith the apostle, ** Having made peace through 
the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things 
unto himself; by him J say, whether they be things m 
earth or things in heaven ;—Every knee shal) bow of 
things in heaven and things in earth and things onder 
the earth, and every tongae shall confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father ;—And 
every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and 
under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all 
that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing and honor, 
and glory and power be upto him that sitteth apon the 
throne and unto the Lamb forever and ever.“ We see 
if any are to be always wicked and unreconciled to 
God, there would be no propriety in the words of scrip- 
ture here quoted. 4. Because God's will is that all 
men should be saved and come to the knowledge of 
the truth. Christ says, ** ] came to do the will of the 
Father. 1] came not to condemn the world but to save 
the world.” St. John says, ** the Father sent the Son 
to be the Saviour of the world.” St. Paul says, ** hav- 
ing made known unto us the mystery of his will which 


he hath purposed in himself, that in the Ciepensation of | 
the fulness of times he might gather together in one all: 


things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which 
are on eartheven in him.” Now if it is God’s will that 
all men should be saved, and Christ came to do his will, 
there cannot one soul be finally lost. 5. Because Je- 
sus Christ died tosave aJlmen. Paul says, that ‘Christ 
gave himself a ransom for all tobe testified in due time ; 
that he tasted death for every man; that God com- 
mendeth his love towards us in that while we were yet 
sinners Christ died for us.”’ Now if any are lost, Christ 
must suffer and die for them in vain. 6. All mem ere 
given to Christ. The heathen are given to him fer an 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for a 
possession. The Psalmist says, ** He shall have do- 
minion from sea to sea and from the river to the ends of 
the earth.» Christ says, ** all things are delivered to 
me of my Father.“ And again, ‘* the Father loveth 
the Son and hath given all things into his hand.“ — 
And he says, **all that the Father giveth me shall 
come to me; and him that cometh I will in no wise cast 
out.“ Now as all men are given to Christ, and shall 
come to him, and not one be cast out, none can be lost. 
7. The scripture assures us that the devil and bis works 
will be destroyed. St. John says, ** He that commit- 
teth sin is of the devil, for the devil sinneth from the 
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was man- 
ifested that he might destrey the works of the devil.” 
St Paul says, * Forasmuch then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself took part 
of the same, that through death he might destroy him 
that hath the power of death that is the devil.” When 
the devil and bis works are destroyed, there can no 
wickedness exist. David says, ‘* for yet a little while, 
and the wicked shall not be, yea thou shalt diligently 
consider his place and it shall not be.”? Now if there is 
no place for the wicked, sin and misery cannot exist.— 
8. The scriptures assure us of a glorious resurrection. 
St. Paul says, * So also is the resurrection of the dead. 
It is sown im corruption it is raised in incorruption ; it 
is sownin weekness, it is raised in power; it is sown a 
natural body it is raised a spiritual body ; it is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory. For this corruptable 
must put on incorruption, and this morta] must put on 
immortality. So when this corruptible shall have pot on 
iacorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortal- 
ify, then shall be bronght to pass the saying that is writ- 
den, death is swallowed up in vietory.”” He also says, 
* its by the offence ef one judgment came upon 6}! men 
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to condemnation, even so by the righteousness of one 
the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 
As we have borne the image of the earthy we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly; for as in Adam all die 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” This is the 
doctrine the bible plainly teaches; this is what Univer- 
salists belicve ; this is the gospel that will triumph and 
spread, ontil a!) shall know the Lord from the least to 
the greatest; until all shall be of one heart and one 
mind ; until every knee shall bow; until every crea- 
ture in heaven and on earth ahd under the earth, shall 
be heard to say, Blessing and glory, and honor and 
power be unto him that sitteth upon the throne and un- 
to the Lamb forever and ever. 3. M. C. 
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Reply to Rationalis. 

Dear Sir,—You inform me that my questions, to 
which you have attempted to reply, do not appear to 
you ‘* to be phrased to meet the doctrine, aguinst 
which they are directed, in the most favorable light.” 
But to me it is evident, that you have made a mistake. 
My questions relate to the doctrine of future punish- 
ment, which writers have endeavored to describe, and 
which you express in the following words; * Seme 
have believed, that the future punishment of the wick- 
ed would be most intolerable in degree, consisting in 
literal fire and brimstone, and endure for ages of ages.” 
This, sir, is the doctrine to which my queries relate, as 


objected. You do not object to these words becaure 
they are incoherent with the doctrine of future punish- 
ment, as laid down by authors, who have endeavored to 
discribe it, by the application of the words, in scripture, 
forever and ever, everlasting, eternal damnation, fire 
and brimstone, &c. &c. But you object to my words 
because they are not well chosen to express your ‘‘ in- 
dividual views, in the most favorable light.” 

Is it possible, dear sir, that candor can justify you in 
finding fault with my words, because they do not ex- 
press your ‘** individual views, in the most favorable 
light?” You acknowledge that authors, who have 
treated om the doctrine of future punishment, have jas- 
tified the words of mine, to which you object. Why 
then object to my words, everlasting ages, entirely mis- 
erable 2 

If you are an unbeliever in the above doctrine of fu- 
ture punishment, and possess the candor which you ex- 
pect me to exercise, why do you not join with me in 
endeavoring to explode it, and thereby assist in reliev- 
ing people’s minds from views of God’s dealings, with 
his creatures, which are dishonorable to his ever bless- 
ed character, and tormenting to rational beings? But, 
sir, in room of thie, you say; ** For my own part, al- 
though I believe: in the existence of misery beyond 
death, i can form no definite idea of its nature or du- 
ration.“ The question then necestar:ly occurs, if you 
have no definite idea of its duration, why do you object 
to the words which authors have used to express its 
duration? And again, if you can form no definite ideu 
of its nature, why do you object to such terms as auth- 
ors have used to express it? According to your own 
statement, | see not why you should object to the ideu 
of future punishment for millions of millions of ages, 
nor dol see why you should object to the idea of en- 
tire torment in Jitera) fire and brimstone, But 

You seem to express a desire, that your ‘* individual 
views should be expressed in the most favorable light.” 
And therefore you object to those terms which carry 
the idea of a very ong duration, and of a very severe 
torment. But how are we to know thet such words do 
not express the doctrine in the most favorable light ?— 
But if | use the utmost candor, and allow you the 
course to which you certsinly srem to invile me, what 
wonld be the moe! fororabdte light in whieh to express 





every one must know, by the words to which you have 
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your views of (lie doctrine i) question, respecting the 
the duration of future torment and ite degree? The 


anewer is easily discovered. If you believe that those 
terms which represent this duration and degree to be 
very long and severe, sre terme which represent the 
doctrine in the most unfavorable light, then terme 
which will represent it of the shortest possible duration 
and of the least possible degree, will suit you exactly, 
and represent your * individual views in their most fa- 
vorable light.” But, 

Dear Sir, what will this gloomy doctrine of future 
punishment be reduced to, in this way of calculating it ? 
The duration of an electric shock will form its utmost 
period, and the slightest degree of inconvenience com- 
prehend all its misery. 

By what goes before, dear sir, you will Jearn that I 
think you have reasoned inconsistently, and that in 
room of answering my queries, you bave denied the 
doctrine to which they refer. 

Yon say; ** The proper light in which the doctrine 
that you oppose, ought to stand, is, that men will be 
treated in a future state according to the character in 
which they leave this.” Here again it is evident that 
you made a mistake. My queries had no reference to 
this statement. My queries regarded the entire misery 
of one class of mankind in the future world, end the 
entire happiness of the other class, and asked whether 
this is according to men’s works in this life? 

Though I need not reply to your answers, as they do 
not regard my questions, in the least, yet J will make 
a few remarks, that you may understand what ! con- 
ceive to be their merit. 

You think tbat as the saints inheaven, and egpecial- 
ly Jesus Christ, know that people here on earth are mis 
erable, and as this knowledge does not deprive them of 
felicity, as they know that all which is suffered here is 
for the good of those who suffer so they may know that 
people are miserable after death, and not thereby be 
deprived of happiness, as they know that what is suf- 
fered there is equally for the good of the sufferers, — 
You do not allow that particular attachments for con- 
nexions will exist in heaven, so that you think, 
that what of my question relates to this may 
be omitted. Now as you have taken the signature, 
RATION ALIS, you will indulge me in an’ attempt to 
reason with you. Is it reasonable, sir, te believe, thet 
the blessed Jesus, who so tenderly wept with mourners, 
and in prospect of the dreadful sufferings which he 
knew would soon come on the Jews, has ever since his 
ascension had a perfect knowledge of all the sufferings 
of men in this world, without one sympathetic feeling ” 
Yeu contend that his knowledge that all human suffer- 
ings are for the good of those who suffer is the reason 
why his happiness is not eclipsed by ‘these sufferings ; 
but I ask, was he ignorant-of thie fact when he wept 
over Jerusalem? | further ask if it be reasonable to 
believe, that St. Paul, who once said he had great heav- 
iness and sorrow of heast for his brethren according to 
the flesh, has, ever since bis departure from this world, 
had a perfect knowledge of their su@erings, without the 
Jeast sorrow for them? If you say that he kuows that 
}all their sufferings are for their good, | ack, was he ig- 
norant of this when he expressed hie sorrow for them? 
But why do you not allow that the saints in heaven 
have par:iculer attachments for their respective con- 
nexions? If you are willing to allow that death effects 
so great achange as to dikannul allt those tender attach- 
ments which parents and children feel in this life, } 
should think you might allow it to dieannul all incline- 
tion tosin. But, sir, are you aware that you disallow 
the saints in hearen as kind affections as you allow the 
damped in hel? You insist on applying the parable of 
the rich man and Lazarus to.the states of the miserable 
and happy in the fatore world ; and you must remem- 
ber that tbe rich mam in hell prayed for his five breth. 
ren, that they might not come into his place of torment. 

Vour attempt to do away the difficulty, suggested inv, 
one of my queries, respecting but two classes in tye 
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future world, is a demal of the Common doctrine ei fu, 
ture punishment ; and it evidently reduces the idea of 
the future states of the righteous and the wicked, to no, 
greater dissimilarity than exists in the present world. A⸗ 
you contend that the future happiness of the righteous 
and the future misery of the wicked will both be varied , 
as the characters of men vary in this world, you pre-, 
sent just such a world to our view, for the future state, | 
as this world is, only you do not say whether in will 
exist there or not. In one word, dear sir, if | were to. 
make op an opinion from what you have written on this 
subject, the name of fulure misery is all for which you | 
feel any concern. But if you are desirous of giving me | 
any instruction which may turn to my profit, respect | 
ing this subject, | humbly desire you to state what you 
think | ought to believe & then be careful that you prove 
it by either reason or scripture, or both ; and thereby 


oblige your ever faithful friend and brother, H. B. 
——=> 0: 0 ae 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE.- 





A short inquiry into the motives by 
WHICH CHRISTIAN PREACHERS ARE ACTUATED. 


In reference to their preaching, the christian Clergy 
may be divided into three grand bodies, vis. 

1. Those who advocate the doctrine of endless mis- 
"2. Those who say nothing about it. And, 

3. Those who condemn it, as unreasonable and en- 
seriptural, and therefore preach the doctrine of impar- 
tial Jove and salvation. 

We must suppose that the first class named believe 
the doctrine of endless torment. For if they preach it, 
when they do not believe it, they must be, not only 
hard hearted, but highly criminal. They may possibly, 
preach this doctrine froma conviction that it is benefi- 
cial to man, and that it is their duty #0 to do; but 
while saying this, we confess our utter inability to see 
how it can be. Upon the same principle the inquisi- 
tors dreadfully torment the body for the good of the 
soul. But howtheir pretended object can be aceom 
plished by such means, we are al/ogether unable to de- 
termine. We cannot conceive how it will benefit a 
man in a future state to believe in the eternal misery of 
himeelf, or fellow men; we cannot conceive how it 
will tend to secure to us the favor of God to impute to 
him the worst of motives, intentions and characters; 
neither can we see how it will serve, in any possible 
way, to secure our eternal interest to believe that our 
heavenly Father will be pertial, unjust and unmerciful, 
(for all this the doctrine of eternal misery represent: 
him to us to be.) 

But some of those who preach this doctrine contend 
that the future state of mani is fixed by an irrevocable 
decree; that the Almighty has concluded whom he 
will save, and whom he will not, and that it is utterly 
impossible for one of the elect to be lost, or one of the 
non-elect to be saved. Now certainly these men can- 
not preach this doctrine from the conviction that a be- 
lief of it will secure our eternal happiness. We think 
if God were disposed to make us eternally miserable, 

he would not let us know it, so long as the knowledg: 
of it could possibly he concealed. He har very gra 
ciously not permitted us to know the exact time of onr 
death; and we believe that it is granted by all philoso 
phers that those creatures which are slain for our sub- 
sistence have no knowledge of their fate until their 
time is so far spent that they cannot reflect upon it.— 
Now of what possible bencfit can it be to mankind to 
know that God has determined to make them endless 
Jy and entirely miserable? It will give them mo good 
views of his chwracter—it will not serve to increase 
their love to him—it will not be any inducement for 
them to serve him with Glial obedience,—neith.er will it 
increase their present degree of felicity. But on the 
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comfort of those who believe and seriously reflect upou 
it, and necessarily jrecludes the possibility of their 


done more thap this, by operating upon the slender 
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est degree of wickedness—it destroys all the peace and tion he is friendly to, 1 misjudge bis motives to thin 













them pure. When I heur a man condemn a doctr; 
every principle of which is contained in his own 


rant or very hypocritical. Such people are eiths 


minds of females and weak men so as to prodcce the ‘ashamed of what they believe, or they believe nothi 


madness, to hurry themselves from existence. As we 
see that it cannot produce any benefit in the world to 


ipreach this doctrine, so we Can see ho justifiable mo~ good conscience. 


tive which those can have who preach it. ‘They may 
be driven forward in the blindvess and warmth of their 
zeal by some irresistible impetus: they must be influ- 
enced, if they have ever given this subject the least 
consideration, by some motive other than a conviction 
that this doctrine is of wiiity to mankind. 

Bat what shall we say of the other class who neither 
preach it, nor oppose it? We know that they must have 


lieve or disbelieve it; and as they are never heard to 
assert their belief of it, but in their controversies and 
preaching wave the subject entirely we shail do them 
injustice to sappose they beleve it, and therefore, we 
must seek for their motive in not preaching a doctrine 
which we are bound to think ihey do beuere; which 
doctrine is the final restitution of ali things spoken by 
all God's holy prophets since the worid began. 

It may be necessary to state that this doctrine has 
been opposed by those who bave made the most pre- 
tensions to religion, trom the days of the apostles down 
to the present time. ihe scribes, the ruiers aud the 
boastin, pharisees of the Jewish nation, were those 
that epposed Jesus Christ and his ductrine. They had 
their motives. They could not endure a doctrine 
which prostrated all their hopes of particular distinc- 
tion ; wora teacher who would as willingly associate 
with publicaus aud sinners as with them. They be- 
lieved with our Saviour, that there was a God, and that 
this God Was graviows ; but they believed that he was 
gracious to nove but them and those who supported 
them in their authority, vanity and pride. It was not 
jong alter Jesus jeit the earth belore Ubrictianity was 
gearly crushed uuder the weight of persecution which 
pressed upou it. it was accommedated to the popular 
docirines of the Orst ages of the Church, and they were 
witerunxed with it. At Jengtb its Dalive impartiality 
aud beauty were scarcely visible. aAiter the rope of 
ikome, With power, Crueity ana violence, bad diciated 
the affairs of ine Unurch for some time, she began to 
purily berseli of hes corruptions, tbe clergy ueid on 
to the errors of the dark age» until they perished im 
tuen grasp. Every voice was raised, and every effort 
was made to stop the progress of truth, and the in- 
crease Of liberal principies, ‘ibe Pope thundered forth 


J 
irom bis mercy -seat excoismunicalious, and Genunvia- 


tions Of eternal woe ; the imquisilion celebrated more 
inequently its aulo da fes ; dul weve ravings of error 
only served to hasten its dewniail; they eiood in judg- 
inent agaist their perpetraters, whea the indus of light 
enabled the people io see the heinousness of such ac- 
tions, As those who seceded from the maim vody were 
the minority, «0 the ducirmes they embraced must 
nave beeu uupopuiar ; for the doctrine of the majority 
hus been aiway> popular, right or wrong. It is feason- 
able to suppo-e tual many who saw the impiety ala 
absurdity of What they were supposed to believe, uiu 
vot make it known through teat of ithe pubic re 

proach ; aud although they migit velieve aud severe 
ine doctrine to which they were only pretended ene 

mies, yet they did mot conless it through fear of vear- 
ing a ame that was despised, “ibe same principle 
vow exist, wud the @amwe motives influence action, 
There is the same Jove of popularity, the same thirsi 
for worldly honor, tbe same fear of man's disupproba- 
lion, aud the seme disposition to sacrifice the uoaliena 

ble rights Of Couscicuce to the Unjust demandes «i pride. 
When I hear a man condeum sa the puyit what he 





other hand, it represents Cod as comuiiting the great- 
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heurtily prays (or, aud whol, wi das Commou conversa- 


some opinion about this matter, they must either be- 





‘most disagreeable sensations and drive many in a fit of Like Nicodemus, they are afraid publicly to ay 


their belief, choosing rather to hear the hollow Voice o 
public applause, than to enjoy the approbation 
Such appeocr to have taken a m 
| dle ground, They indeed will not say that they have 
faith in some doctrines, nor confess a belief in thel 
‘opposites, although, in the nature of things, there cag 
be no medium. They are not only unwilling that oth. 
| ers should believe a point of doctrine, but they are up. 
willing to disbelieve it themselves ; and yet they vol. 
unterily deny that they have faith in it. To me they 
situation appears no agreeable one. They are alike 
exposed to the hissings and howlings of bigotry, and tg 
the admonitions of enlightened reason. , 
Respecting the motives of the third class named, bat 
little will be said. It appears to the writer that they 
preach the doctrine of God's impartial and immutable 
love from a strong and steady conviction of its benefit 
to man. They cannot be #0 unreasonable as to 
pose they shall gain the applause of the world by 
preachiog a doctrine which it despiseg; nor enrich 
their coffers by promulgating a sentiment to which the 
rich generally are deadly and avowed enemies, Neith 
er can they think that such a vocation is free from ar. 
duous labor and incessant toil, if they consider for ong 
moment what a mighty phalanx of opposition they have 
to contend against. If any preach this doctrine from 
such motives, they must be disappointed, But he who 
is conscientious in this thing, whose love to his fellow 
men induced him to the laber, and whore reepect for 
his Maker urges him to raise his feeble voice to 
** Vindicate the ways of God to man,” 
will not loose much solid satisfaction by being deprived 
of the praise of men, or the distinctions of the world, 
RICHARDS, 
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Extraordinary Circumstance. 


Some time ago it was stafed that:a Cl 
Newburgh had declared, from the pulpit, — 
in this city was a visitation of Providence, in conse- 
quence of opposition, shown to the clergy. We leam 
that areverend gentleman at Hackensack made a simi- 
lar declaration a few Sundays ago, in his sermon, ent 
on the following day was vioiently attacked by the 
typhus fever and is now seriously ill. 

** Judge not lest ye be judged.” 

Nat. Advocate. 
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MARRIED, 

In this City, by the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr Alexander 
R. Poland, of Bristol, Me. to Miss Philenia Clafen. 

By the Rev. Mr. Palfrey, Mr. Williams Turner to 
Mies Rebecca Canterbury.—Mr. Thowas Snow to Mis 
Mary Ann Canterbory, daughter of Msjor Jacob ©. 

By the Rev. Mr. Wisner, Mr. Charles W. Thayer 
Miss Sarah Ann Wheeler, 

In Canton, Mass. on Sunday morning last, by the 
Rev. Mr. Huntoon, Mr. Nath]. Blake, ofthis city, @ 
Miss Clarisa Fieher, of Stoughton. 
pf 


DIED, 

In this city, G.K Jackson, D.M. Eli Mitchel 
Gilman, only son of Vir, Isanc Slade, «ged 16 months. 
* P. youngest son of Mr. David Fullaw, aged 1 
voutbs, 

Mrs, Sarah C. Clark. Widow Susannah Daker, % 
—Mr. Joseph Field, jr, 46. 

In Milford, Mase. Mrs. Sarah, wife of Mr. Wales 
Cheney, in her 89th year. She was a firm believer im 
the Christian Religion, an amiable, honest and eugage 
ing person. We sincerely sympathise with her 
who are deprived of the company and advice of mt 
whom they always loved, and particularly with her ag 
ed husband who has been the companion of her bora 
for nearly seventy yeare. May this dispensation 
Providence, be blessed to their spiritual good, and may 
the enlivening hope which the gospel inspires suse 








\iLem under all the just affliction of a wise God. 
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‘worshipping God from apy righteous motive. It has under a different name, | think him either very igne 











